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Foreword
The year ‘15’ is significant in the world. It is the year of
anniversaries. 1215 was the year of the Magna Carta, 1415 the
Battle of Agincourt, 1815 was the year Napoleon met his Waterloo
and in 1915 Australian forces experienced those abortive landings on
Gallipoli. In 2015 our Mandurah U3A celebrated its 25th birthday
with fanfare, media publicity, politicians and a large anniversary
party.
Mandurah is a fast growing city and retirees are in abundance.
Lifelong learning and friendship has become an essential part of this
seasoned and leisured lifestyle. Our University of the Third Age
works in the same way as a Medieval University worked where
members share their skills and scholarship with others. Programs for
the pursuit of knowledge are designed to persuade members to brush
up their presentation and computer skills, to search the Internet and
libraries, to entertain and to inform their fellows.
This History book commemorates the work of countless members and
committees over the past 25 years. It shows how much effort and
dedication retirees of this attractive waterside city have expended,
to fulfil the dual aims of offering friendship and the opportunity for
lifelong learning.
Long may our U3A continue to serve its mature community of
scholars.

Dr Sheila Twine
Mandurah U3A President
October 2015
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1. Origins of U3A
France
The University of the Third Age (U3A) was founded in
Toulouse, France in 1972. One of its aims was to improve the
quality of life of older people by bringing them into contact
with academic programmes run by universities. The idea spread
rapidly in France, with many universities either absorbing
people into existing academic programmes or setting up courses
especially for ‘third-agers’.
The meaning of the “Third Age” was considered to be the age
of “active retirement”. Previous ages were considered to be
“Youth” and “Work or Homemaking”. The success of U3A in
France led to its rapid spread in Europe. An International
Association of U3As was established in 1975. It later gained
recognition from such bodies as the United Nations and
UNESCO.

Britain
By 1981 U3A was introduced to Britain through a group based
at Cambridge University. The British model of U3A differed
from the French model in that it moved away from universities
and became a series of independent ‘self help’ organisations. It
became a kind of ‘intellectual democracy’ in which there would
be no distinction between teachers and learners. There would
only be ‘members’ of U3A, who would all be encouraged to
participate, either by teaching, by learning or by assisting with
organising or administration.
The self-help approach reduces the need for dependence on
outside resources and in some ways goes back to the original
medieval concept of a university being a ‘community of
scholars’. The term ‘University’ has therefore been adopted by
most of these groups. They describe a community in which
learning is an end in itself, where individuals learn what they
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want to, at the pace they prefer and where no qualifications
are needed to enter and none are awarded.

Australia
The first Australian U3As were formed in 1984 in Melbourne
and were modelled on the British approach. The initial launch in
Melbourne attracted approximately two hundred and fifty
people but soon spread around Victoria and to the rest of
Australia. Within five years there were U3As in every
Australian State and Territory as voluntary self-help
organisations. U3As tap the great reservoir of knowledge,
skills and experience which are found amongst older people and
which are often undervalued or overlooked.
All of the teaching, planning and administration of a U3A is
carried out by its own members. There has therefore been no
need to rely on the initiatives of existing educational
institutions. It should be acknowledged, however, that many
organisations such as universities, colleges, schools, community
education groups and local municipal councils have supported
U3A by making classrooms, offices and other resources
available.

Western Australia
U3A commenced in Western Australia in 1986. The University
of Western Australia (UWA), as part of its extension
programme, hosted a public meeting to gauge the interest in
establishing a University of the Third Age. Dr Maureen Smith
related how she and others were confident of a good response
and booked the Hacket Coffee Lounge to accommodate an
expected attendance of about three hundred people. They
were aware that a similar meeting in Melbourne had attracted
two hundred and fifty people and as Perth had less population
they expected fewer than Melbourne.
Emphasis was placed on ‘community education’ to build on
UWAs successful existing adult community education program
through its annual ‘Summer School’. The UWA Vice Chancellor,
Professor Robert Smith became involved. He was supportive
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but sceptical. When he heard that Dr Maureen Smith was
expecting three hundred people he said that if there were
more than three hundred people he would give them a cheque
for $10,000. The organisers rose to the challenge and were
determined to win the bet! The organisers were amazed that
a massive crowd of one thousand three hundred people
attended, most of whom appeared to be in the age bracket of
fifty five or older, certainly of a ‘Third Age’. The following
quotation summarises the enthusiasm and support, which
attended the birth of U3A in Perth. “We believe that we
created a world first on that auspicious day: as far as we
know, no other U3A launch has attracted one thousand three
hundred people”. Considering the relative size difference
between Perth and Mandurah it may be fairly said that a
comparable response rewarded the initiatives of the founders
of U3A in Mandurah.

Mandurah
Bill Tate and a group of enthusiasts travelled to Rockingham in
1989 to attend lectures, discussion group talks and social
events being organised by Peel U3A, an offshoot of the UWA
U3A, the central body in Western Australia. Some of those
to attend the Rockingham U3A were; Bill and Joy Tate, Fred
and Eunice Cheesmur, Tom and Pam Medland, Bryan Calnon
and Betty Evans.
Bill Tate felt sure that there was sufficient interest among
retirees in the Mandurah area to create a local U3A thus
avoiding the travelling to and from Rockingham. Bill
approached the local radio station, 6MM in 1990, seeking
publicity. They interviewed him and broadcast the talk. The
Mandurah public reacted immediately and positively. Bill and
Joy were inundated by approximately seventy telephone calls
over the next few days.

Public Reaction
Bill wrote articles for the local press and organised a public
meeting in the T.A.F.E. rooms in the Smart Street Mall on
23rd May 1990. The Perth Central Council was notified and
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five of their members attended, including their Chairperson,
May Gaffney. Sixty-five people attended the meeting and
forty of them enrolled on the spot. Eight more signed up
after the meeting and by December 1990 the membership had
risen to sixty-eight. All this was most gratifying to Bill who
had attempted to launch U3A the year before but had not
been successful.

Original Members
Two of the earliest people to become members of U3A were
John Daniels and Ray Smith. When they saw Bill Tate’s press
releases they signed up and became working contributors.
Norma Smith and Joy Daniels joined their husbands from the
start. John and Ray had been business associates and close
friends. They felt that U3A could further their educational
knowledge which had been neglected over the years owing to
work pressures. They also liked the social activities that were
included in the U3A calendar.
Ray Smith, because of his technical background, took
responsibility for such matters as overhead projector,
computer, sound system, video recorder and monitor. In
addition, Ray Smith and Paul Hepton built a cabinet to house
this equipment. Its mobile design meant easy access and
storage in the space made available in the Senior Citizen’s
building.

First Committee
The first elected Mandurah U3A Committee comprised: Bill
Tate (Chairman and Delegate to the Central Council, UWA)
John Ralph (Secretary) Jock McLean (Treasurer) Fred
Cheesmur (Co-ordinator) and John Daniels (Delegate to the
Central Council, UWA). At the following meeting on 27 June
1990, held in the T.A.F.E. Rooms at the Smart Street Mall,
additional office-bearers were elected. They included:
Margaret Edwards (Assistant Secretary) Pam and Tom
Medland (Assistant Co-ordinators) Edna Parkinson, Heather
McLean and Norma Wilson (Social Committee) and Bob
Reynolds (Newsletter Editor).
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The T.A.F.E. Staff were both helpful and co-operative but
their rooms were too small for the increased attendances and
General Meetings. As from 25th July 1990, a move was made
to the new Senior Citizen’s Centre for General Meetings. Most
of the Group Meetings, however, were still held in the
T.A.F.E. rooms and at other venues even some in private
homes.
Bob Reynolds recorded the informality of an early General
Meeting held at the Peel Winery. It was held in the open air,
members bringing their own chairs and involved, together with
the day’s business, cheese and biscuits, wine tasting and a
sausage sizzle. All of these, together with the vintage taken
home for the wine rack, set a seal of joviality on the
occasion.
Mandurah U3A’s first ‘Outing’ on 29th August 1990, was a bus
trip to Fremantle Port Authority’s Observation Deck. This was
followed by a Harbour launch trip. After lunch at the Fishing
Boat Harbour, the bus made a leisurely trip through Kings
Park before visiting Parliament House. There, interested
members listened to ‘Question Time’ and enjoyed afternoon
tea, courtesy of Roger Nicholls, Mandurah’s Lower House
Member.

John Mahoney – A tribute from Pam Medland
No account of the first years of Mandurah U3A would be
complete without a mention of John Mahoney and the part he
played as one of the original Group Leaders. John was a
retired University Professor who started a series of lectures
on Bronowski’s, ‘The Ascent of Man’. These lectures
immediately became some of the most popular in the U3A
calendar. An experienced lecturer, John’s trademark trick of
joining sentences with a long drawn out ‘aaaaaaaah…’ probably
gave him time to turn the next phrase perfectly before he
uttered it. I believe that john’s involvement with U3A gave
him as much enjoyment as he gave to others at a difficult
time of his life. He was unable to finish the course he had
planned but I hope that he knew what intellectual riches he
contributed to U3A in Mandurah group’s early beginnings.
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Mandurah U3A Becomes Autonomous
Early in November 1992, Mandurah U3A became an
autonomous group by leaving the central body, U3A, UWA.
Travel time and distance were the main deterrents for
Mandurah members attending meetings in Perth. Also, the
evolving programme of courses and accommodation problems
required full independence in budgeting and in fee structure.
Mandurah U3A has, however, valued the opportunity of
contacts with other groups, whether by joint outings or
combined committee meetings. There are signs that, with
time, these contacts may lead to the strengthening of common
aims without weakening club identity or initiative.

BBQ at Fred and Eunice Cheesmur’s in 1992; L-R back, Collin
Schilling, Frank Pridham, Joan Powerly, Tom Medland, Fred
Cheesmur, Shirley Pridham and Bill Tate. L-R front, Phil Schilling,
Ray Smith, Dawn Inverarity, Pam Medland, Eunice Cheesmur, Jan
Anderson and Norma Reynolds.
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2. Aims and Objectives of Mandurah University of
the Third Age.
The University shall consist of a body of people who undertake to
learn and help others to learn.
Those who teach shall also learn and those that learn shall also
teach.
The ‘Third Age’ refers generally to those people in our society
that have retired from work and homemaking and are over the age
of fifty years.
The term ‘university’ is broadly accepted as describing a
community in which learning is an end in itself where individuals
learn what they want to at a pace they prefer and where no
qualifications are needed to enter and none are awarded.
------------------------------------------------------

At the time of compiling this document I came across the following
quote by one, John Green and it reminded me of the ‘community’ of
U3A, Mandurah.

“Some of us learn best in the classroom, and some
of us don’t. But we still love to learn, to find out
new things about the world and challenge our minds.
We just need to find the right place to do it, and
the right community to learn with.”
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Communications Group 1992. L – R; Pam and Bob Medland, Norma
Reynolds, Joan Powerly and Betty Evans.

Estuary Excursion 1993.
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3. Original Members Memoirs
The following memoirs of many of the original U3A members show the
diversity of the experiences, expectations and appreciations of the
members for participating in U3A activities.

Joan Powerly – ‘I remember’ (From first ten years)
Joan tells of her memories of attending the inaugural U3A meeting in
the TAFE rooms in Smart Street Mall. “I remember sixty-odd
enthusiasts crowded into a room too small to accommodate them with
any degree of comfort”. “I remember the excitement filling that tiny
airless room. Both latecomers, Jan Anderson and I, were squashed
against the official table. Bill Tate and John Ralph were jammed
between the table and the wall. I don’t remember the Plans being
formulated”. “I remember subsequent meetings at TAFE when we met
in tiny rooms holding no more than eight or nine people. I remember
the first meeting at the new Senior Citizens’ Centre, when Fred
Cheesmur, who had been appointed Co-ordinator, used his persuasive
tongue to convince reluctant new members to either serve on the
committee or to agree to lead a group”. I remember Fred giving me
no opportunity to refuse or even to protest. “You’ll lead the English
Literature group Joan”, he told me, and that was it. Some members
who were in that original group are still with us, even today.

Pam Medland – Reminiscing (From the first ten years)
My memory of the early beginnings of U3A in Mandurah is of Bill
Tate’s deep wish to start such a group and of his dedicated efforts
to get it up and running despite his ill health. I had retired from my
job as Principal of a primary school in England and had immigrated to
Australia (to Mandurah) to enjoy its mild climate – and retirement.
We got that bit right and loved the climate from the beginning, but I
won’t say that it was entirely easy to move from a life where I was
involved in a demanding job, which required long days of hard work in
term time and through most of the school holidays. It was also a
move from surroundings where we had a known place in the local
community through our work and leisure activities. It also felt
strange to have no responsibilities or set times to conform to. We
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knew a new life wasn’t going to come to us – we had to go out and
find it. So, we joined every group that was suggested to us.
All of these required some physical effort but very little mental
exercise. When a new friend suggested we try the Peel U3A group,
we went along to some general meetings and social outings but there
were no courses running that were of interest. We met Bill and Joy
Tate and Bill invited us to an inaugural meeting to consider the
formation of a U3A in Mandurah. Bill addressed the group as well as
the chairperson of the UWA U3A. I remember many people signing on
immediately.
I arrived early for the second meeting and found myself taking names
and collecting money at the door. I later became the first woman
office bearer as Assistant Co-ordinator. Fred Cheesmur became the
first Co-ordinator but went on holiday soon after and the job fell
into my hands. I did find it necessary occasionally to speak in a very
measured Margaret Thatcher manner in order to be heard.
I became Co-ordinator during the first year of operation. It seemed
odd to me that I as a short-term resident of Australia was
entrusted to programme lectures and visits. I did, however, have the
new resident’s advantage of being interested in finding out what
places of interest were within the range of a day’s visit from
Mandurah. Another advantage was years of experience arranging
visits connected with educational programs during my previous working
life. I was also reminded, on a visit to Araluen, that there is little
difference between older and younger generations, at least in the
matter of last minute ice-cream buying, just as the coach is due to
leave!

Fred Cheesmur – A Foundation Member
Fred, a former Royal Marine Commando during the Second World
War, was an active foundation member. He was one of the Mandurah
community who regularly joined Bill Tate, out of a thirst for
knowledge, on trips to the Peel U3A in Rockingham. He later became
a solid contributor to the activities of U3A in Mandurah. He was a
keen bird-watcher and organised many nature walks – sometimes to
observe the countryside, to find early blooming wildflowers, or to see
wild birds, their nests and their hatchlings.
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John Meachem – Friendship and Learning
When I came to Mandurah in 1993, Betty Evans suggested that we
“…must come along to the U3A meeting on Wednesday”. I was
immediately struck by the friendly family feeling and impressed by
the nature of the learning programs and by the ethos of selfmanagement and running the courses ourselves! I have now
experienced the Mandurah U3A in the capacities of Deputy Chairman,
Co-ordinator, Secretary and Editor. My enthusiasm continues for a
retirement association, which, in my view, is without peer. Its
success as I see it, derives from the commitment of people able and
prepared to be involved and to seek and maintain a consistently good
standard. It also provides an opportunity for people to grow and try
themselves out, often in new spheres of interest. If we have a
weakness, it would appear to be the need for more new members to
pick up the torch from Group Leaders who have reached the Fourth
Age, over seventy years. Group Leaders stand to gain most from
U3A, as it enables them to follow a special line of interest and to
reap the benefit of sharing it with others.

Bob Reynolds – After Retirement Fulfilment
Bill Tate hit the columns of the local papers informing people of his
intention of forming a U3A in Mandurah. My wife Norma and I felt
we would have something to fill our days in an organisation such as
U3A so we joined. Bill Tate asked me if I would produce a newsletter
for the group. Although I had spent the previous twenty years in the
hospitality industry, I had previously worked for WA Newspapers and
I knew what was involved. The First Newsletter, Volume 1, Number 1
was published in July 1990. It was only a four pager printed on both
sides of a single sheet A4 paper, but it covered all the activities of
the fledgling group for the preceding month of May, the month of
U3As birth in Mandurah. It also informed members of events for the
following four weeks.

Jim Edwards – Enlightenment
As we grow older we have an increasing need for the preservation of
comfort, confidence and security. Over our lifetime we build up a
circle of friends and sustaining networks of associates from whom we
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receive support. In new surroundings extra efforts have to be made
to ensure we retain or obtain similar conditions to make new networks
possible. For the past 20 years Alison and I have spent nearly all our
holidays in Western Australia where our daughter lives, first in
Beaconsfield, then in Harvey and for the last fifteen years in
Mandurah. Twelve years ago when I first retired and anticipation of
Alison’s later retirement we purchased a property in Halls Head. Over
the years the only people we met were either through our daughter
or from the neighbourhood.
To enable us to both widen our area of activities and number of
acquaintances, we joined the Senior Citizens Association and U3A, an
organisation we had known about in New Zealand but had been too
busy to join.
Though I had spent six years 1945 – 50 involved in acquiring two
teaching diplomas from Wellington, and later, while working for
Unilever, I studied two evenings each week for three University years
at Victoria University acquiring qualifications in personnel and
industrial relations management. I decided once I was completely
retired, to again become involved in the search for further
enlightenment.
This I have been. In U3A, acquaintances have become friends and my
knowledge and understanding of the area in which I live has been
broadened.

Betty Evans – Some Early Guest Speakers
Prior to her election as Chairman in 1995, Betty acted as Coordinator of Guest Speakers, taking over from Ray Smith in 1992.
She held this position during her two-year tenure as Chairman. Betty
retained a card index of the speakers for easy reference and they
make interesting reading. One-time communist and trade union leader
Jack Marks, eventually also a high-ranking member of the Perth City
Council, was one who gave a memorable address on the past history
of trade unions. Speaking from personal memories and including
anecdotes of his own, Jack revived stories from the past.
Ruth Reid, wife of an earlier State Governor, introduced a totally
different picture when she spoke of ‘Former Governors’ wives and
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took her audience behind the closed doors of Government House,
giving members intimate glimpses of another world. She was able to
give members a very human close-up of people who are not very
different from us.
Paul Wycherley, an expert in the management of Kings Park
presented a detailed account of the development and significance of
this historical location.
Betty has been extensively involved in many of U3A’s programmes and
social events.

Anne and Eddie Maughan – Two of the First
Eddie and Anne Maughan are two of this organisation’s ‘Old Guard’.
They were intrigued by Bill Tate’s newspaper publicity and their
strongest memories of that original meeting was the actual physical
crush of bodies as people struggled into the room much too small for
those anxious to hear what U3A was all about.
Originally from England, Anne and Eddie travelled north, where Eddie
gained employment with an Australian construction company in the
process of installing new Japanese turbines. The Japanese engineer in
charge required a foreman maintenance fitter and Eddie ‘fitted the
bill’. Anne obtained a position working as a secretary for the Robe
River iron ore company. After three years Anne resigned and became
involved on a voluntary basis working on the Reserve in Roebourne
with Aboriginal people.
Eddie has commented on the efficient way how, at the conclusion of
the meeting, membership fees were collected and receipts issued. “It
was so well organised”, said Eddie, “with approximately 70% of those
attending becoming fully subscribed members before they wended
their way home.
Since that time, both have been indefatigable in their efforts to
make U3A the cohesive and successful learning group it is today.
Anne took over the Treasurer’s job for a year in 1991, after Jock
McLean resigned. Subsequently, a new Study Group was formed –
“Communication Skills”, with Anne deciding the direction it would take.
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Because of his trade skills Eddie assumed responsibility for all U3A’s
equipment, became Property Officer and also set up the microphones
and public address system at each General Meeting.
Sadly, the death of Eddie in March 2000 ended ten years of his
membership as office bearer, group leader and constant participant in
all club activities.

Joan Fletcher – Life Line
Joan Fletcher is another member, recently joined, who has found a
lifeline through U3A. Joan had worked as a Secretary to the Dean of
Perth for three years prior to her wartime marriage to Cyril in 1940.
During the war, Joan filled the empty years with voluntary work in
some of the many canteens, which were dotted through the
metropolitan area.
After the recent death of her husband, Joan moved to Mandurah to
be near her daughter confined to a wheelchair by multiple sclerosis.
Joan felt an urge to occupy her mind and to find an interest, which
would help her to meet people and to make friends. An accidental
encounter with member Joan Powerly at a church service developed
into a friendly talk where each discovered their commonality of
interests. U3A was mentioned and Joan went to a general meeting
where Joan made her welcome and introduced her. I find more than
enough topics – literature, science and socials – to keep me
interested. The Stayaway at Jarrahdale which I attended, was
marvellous”, said Joan.
Joan has become a contributing member and her recent talk at the
lecture group People and Places was a brilliantly crafted talk on the
lives of two most interesting characters – her mother and mother-inlaw.

Christine Jackson – Life Begins Again with U3A
I was alone. I had a very busy working life, which was curtailed by
the illness of my husband. For six years I cared for the terminally ill
man who had filled my days and my life and now, the time had come
to take stock.
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Keeping fully occupied was the key – but that became almost
frenzied. There was this need to gain knowledge; perhaps to
recapture some neglected studies from the past. Who knows! Then
magically a friend introduced me to the U3A group. What a find! This
was the answer to my intense need to grow and explore.
I found the method of this group was to sit and listen or to take
part in reading, poetry, French studies, Current Affairs, Politics or
Environmental issues. Since those exciting beginnings, there has
emerged the urge within to willingly help in some of the organising.
First, I set out to master the mysteries of a computer, with the help
of my granddaughter. My confidence grew.
The Group Meeting, People and Places, gave me the opportunity to
share my experiences in South Africa whilst on holidays in that
exciting country. Public speaking was not my forte – I was nervous –
but I soon settled down to enjoy telling my story when I realised I
was among friends.

Trudi Larson – New Horizons
Throughout a busy working and family life, there was little time to do
the things I wanted to do. Retirement opened up new horizons. When
I heard of Mandurah U3A, I was anxious to find out what it was all
about.
I discovered a group of interesting and spirited people, making U3A
indeed a University of the Third Age. It offered a new dimension and
a stimulus in keeping the mind active and inquiring. U3A has brought
together a melange of people sharing knowledge and expertise,
proving that learning can continue and be enjoyable. For me it has
been a most rewarding experience.

Les Schubert – An Interesting Life
“Even if you were to exaggerate what I’ve told you, you
be able to cover the full scope of my life.” Said Les. A
he was at one time owner of the biggest properties in the
the combined cattle stations Bohemia and Louisa Downs,

would never
pastoralist,
Kimberleys,
covering an
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area of three thousand square miles, including some wild country in
the Leopold Ranges.
Seventy tribal aborigines lived on the property and they all insisted
on at least having a ‘nominal’ job, so that they could earn cash money
for the ‘extras’ they might want to buy. He had the responsibility of
keeping the tribe in food, clothing, accommodation and with medical
care. As the station boundaries encompassed their ancient lands, so
his life encompassed many monumental enterprises. He retired to
Mandurah and started writing books on his life and experiences in the
Northwest. He joined U3A because of his continued thirst for
knowledge and his desire to communicate and discuss with his audience
those things which he found challenging to the mind.

Frank Pridham – Why I Vote U3A
Recruits to U3A may be attracted by various means – on the
recommendation of a friend, by the title of a learning programme, or
through the reputation of a guest speaker. Once engaged one is
absorbed by the friendship of members of differing lifestyles and
experience, from commerce or domestic duties, from primary
production or the arts, from individual ventures or structured
organisations.
This mixture, together with the common aim of enrichment through
knowledge, may be regarded as an immediate challenge. One may
break into a new field of knowledge, one may question one’s own
personal opinions and one may even discard a prejudice or two. If so
one will find support in U3A’s spirit of enquiry. On the other hand
there is no compulsion to see U3A membership as a learning
challenge. One may continue as before, buoyed up by U3A’s sociable
and relaxed atmosphere.
The appeal, for me, of U3A lies in the opportunity that it offers to
explore, with due tolerance and consideration, virtually any point of
view. Its success as a learning group for mature students lies in its
steady refusal to be dominated by any single political, social or
cultural perspective.
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Judy Brealey – Seeking out U3A.
On arrival in Mandurah to take up residence, my first task was to
contact Bill Tate to enquire about U3A. I had previously read about
this group in the West Australian. From the very first meeting I
knew I had found what I was seeking. The learning opportunities,
social interaction and friendly atmosphere are everything the group
promotes.
My husband Denis does not participate in many of the groups but
joins me on the social occasions; he loved meditation. Friendly
discussion is encouraged thereby increasing members’ confidence and
contributions of assistance are greatly appreciated. I have had 8
years (written in about 2000) of enjoyment and look forward to many
more.

A U3A group enjoying the Tenth Anniversary Lunch.
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Excursion to Penguin Island, 1994.

Murray River Cruise, 1997.
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4. Original Learning Groups
Introduction
Adult learning has been a major feature of U3A Mandurah’s activities
since its inception, evolving and expanding, with a widening range of
courses, increasing attendances, a growing number of group leaders
and an increasing desire for knowledge and mental stimulation. The
programme is based on the resources available from within our
membership, without reference to entry criteria, prior educational
standards, assessments, examinations, assignments or awards.
Members are encouraged not only to learn but also to contribute their
talents and interests towards the learning of others. Therefore,
while courses with an intellectual objective predominate, courses on
Arts and Crafts are included. Meetings are of two-hour duration,
courses being either for five months or for ten months. Two
Semesters annually cater for both short and long term programmes.
The semester programmes aim to provide subjects in many different
categories such as Humanities, Language, Communication Skills,
History, English Literature and Music. The learning groups are chosen
because of the interests of members and the availability of group
leaders. Enthusiasm, audience participation and meaningful discussions
are essential.
The introduction of speakers, both from within the club and from
outside add variety and expertise to the meetings, while the use of
videos, maps, cassettes and other appropriate materials increase the
effectiveness of the presentations. Details of courses are published
in the monthly programme and the Semester Booklets. Group Leaders
also provide up-to date details at monthly General Meetings.
The following are some of the Learning Groups that started initially
and have continued to the present day:

Current Affairs
John Ralph, a foundation member of U3A Mandurah, offered to lead
a Current Affairs Group, in October 1990. From its inception it
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became one of the longest running groups, owing to the interaction,
which John encouraged, and his judicious selection of topics. When
John left Mandurah for Perth he was succeeded as Group Leader by
John Meacham who maintained the high standard of information from
highly accredited publications such as The Economist, The Bulletin and
Commonwealth Year Books. These sources, together with John’s keen
interest in today’s issues, have ensured that discussion is both
accurate and vigorous.

Estuary Excursion, 1993.

Environmental Studies
Environmental programmes have covered the widest of fields, from
issues on our own doorstep, to Australia-wide problems, to global
crises and beyond, even to outer space. U3A has directed people’s
attention to, over population, canal development, global starvation,
bird migration, fox-control, forest management and salinity. Members
have visited a full range of localities, habitats and activities, urban
and rural, developed and natural, on day trips or longer ‘Stay-aways’.
There has been a diversity of group leaders, guest speakers and tour
guides and we have been attentive to the weighty scientific
presentation of specialists and to the homely experiences of fellow
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members. Often environmental courses have overlapped with other
areas of study. This has been welcomed rather than avoided, since it
accords well with the wisdom of the traditional university, where
knowledge is indivisible rather than fragmented. It is hoped that this
knowledge, which we have both shared and gained will strengthen our
contributions to the many environmental debates of our times.

English Literature
English Literature groups have been continuous features of U3A
Mandurah’s study programmes. This is hardly surprising considering
the enormous reservoir of material as well as the strength of
members’ devotion to reading, either for pleasure or enlightenment.
For many years our Read and Discuss group used the hire service of
the Fremantle Arts Centre as a source of novels, mainly
contemporary, and frequently by Australian authors. Not all books
suited all tastes. Not all books suited all tastes, but the ensuing
discussions have always been stimulating and provocative.
For formal presentations of literary works, whether novels or short
figure in our stories, essays, poetry, drama, or play reading, we have
been fortunate to have a succession of lecturers, speakers and
evergreen students. Mary Hicks, a well-known literary figure in our
area is singled out for special acknowledgement. She presented
specialist courses on American Literature, 20th Century Irish writers
and on female Australian writers. Under literature’s many-coloured
umbrellas we have gained new cultural insights and a better
understanding of each other.

Music Appreciation
Music plays an important role in the lives of many members either as
music makers or as appreciative listeners. Musicians and music have
enriched many social events. Credit must go to founder member,
Eddie Maughan, for a series of structured courses in Jazz, Swing,
Gospel, and Popular Music of the twentieth century. These courses
have reflected Eddie’s love of these genres, richly illustrated by
recordings from his own collection. His courses have not been
confined to the music itself, whether instrumental of vocal, but have
extended to the historical, social and political backgrounds, which
gave it expression.
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People and Places
This group consists of a varied sequence of topics personally chosen,
prepared and presented by individual group members. The aim is to
use communication skills to encourage and assist members with any
necessary research, with the collection of appropriate information and
with editing and language skills. Topics consider and examine the
qualities, values and contributions of people and places, past and
present, with examples as varied as C.Y.O’Connor, the Roman
Occupation of Britain, Marconi, cities of Spain, People of Peel, My
Fifty Years in the Northern Territory, Charles Darwin, WA Convict
Chalkies, Saudi Arabia and the Tales of two Women.

Parliament House Excursion, 2004.

Humanities
In 1992, George Counsel suggested the creation of a new group,
Social Science, to be added to the curriculum. In 1993, he expanded
the idea and suggested the first talk should be on Homer and then
Plato. It would be a journey through the classics and listeners would
learn how, as time progressed, one creative mind learned through
another. George’s suggestion was adopted, the study group
commenced, changing its name through the years to become
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Humanities. It has continued to the present, always drawing large
numbers of interested members. The course includes philosophies
which although expounded many years and even centuries ago, are
still of sufficient relevance to provoke animated discussion.

Cosmology
This one-year course was assembled and presented by Group Leader
Les Schubert under the inspiration of Carl Sagan’s televised
programme ‘Cosmology’. From his collection of video material and
explanatory text, Les communicated to his audience the wonder he
himself had experienced at the unfolding cosmic story.

French Conversation
The inclusion of French in U3A’s learning programme was an example
of a potential course waiting for a Group Leader to arrive. Trudi
Larson, of Austrian descent, learned to speak French during her
formative years in Europe. On joining U3A Mandurah she volunteered
to fill a deficiency in the syllabus by offering a course in French,
principally in its conversational aspects but expanding into areas of
grammar and general culture. It was immediately apparent that Trudi
was filling a long felt need and her class has been invariably
enthusiastic and well attended. A strong desire for new knowledge
and skills underlies the friendly and lighthearted atmosphere.

Communication Skills and Public Speaking
This group was convened to assist members in openly expressing
themselves. Another function was to inform members on meeting
procedures. This was in the hope of gaining new faces on the
Committee. Minutes were taken and members were seconded to be
Chairman and Secretary for one meeting. All members were
encouraged to relate their history, discuss interesting topics and
participate in debates. Those who attended enjoyed these meetings
and when the theme was light-hearted much laughter ensued. One
member related that she lost all fear of participation after attending
this group.
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Aboriginal Studies
U3A Mandurah members have expressed continuing interest in learning
more of the history and culture of Australia’s Aboriginal peoples. Ray
Smith and Bob Reynolds answered the call by preparing structured
courses with the help of lecturer Alana Bennett. We have also been
fortunate to receive Aboriginal perspectives from Bernie and Lynda
Ryder and Gladys Milroy. Local scholar and celebrity, Stan Richards,
combined historical and literary expertise in a graphic presentation,
under the title; ‘Winjan’s People’, dealing with the Aboriginal
occupation of the forests and coastal plains of the Peel region.

Excursion to Alcoa Wetlands, 1999. Judy Brealey, Adrene Robertson,
Bill and Kath Dean and Joyce Luke.

Handicrafts
The inclusion of arts and crafts in a learning programme has its
ancestry in a liberal educational system where creative achievement is
as worthy a goal as intellectual excellence. U3A Mandurah has been
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fortunate in attracting such highly qualified practitioners and
teachers as Dorothea Meachem (who has taught many forms of
needlework such as patchwork, quilting, smocking, knotting, applique,
crochet and tapestry) and Roslyn Vermeulen (whose speciality was
Interior Design). Their skills have been passed on to both formal and
informal learning groups. Other members who have demonstrated the
crafts of weaving, felting and ceramics have also freely given
support.

History
Many aspects of personal, local, national and world history have been
covered, in courses and single sessions, by individual members, group
leaders and invited guest speakers. Cameos of History and later
People and Places, have each given many members the opportunity to
speak on chosen topics, with information based on either personal
experiences (family histories) or on research. Visiting speakers such
as Bill Bunbury (Life on the Woodlines, Kalgoorlie Riots and Catalina
Flying Boats), Mary Davies (Rockingham, A Century of History), Olga
Hedemann (History of Western Australian Hospital Environment of the
Last Half Century), Daphne Laden (W.A. Women’s Suffrage) and
Jack Marks (History of W.A. Trade Unions) have introduced a
variety of local themes. Australian history has been covered by group
leaders, often using Open Learning Programmes such as Out of Empire
(Australia’s relationship with Britain in the Twentieth Century) and
Australian Studies (a history of society and culture). Constitutional
Development, a short-term programme was presented prior to the
1999 Republican Referendum.
Speakers such as Professor Martyn Webb (The Referendum), Fred
Chaney (The Australian Constitution) and Professor Geoffrey Bolton
(Australian Prime Ministers) have shared their specific disciplines,
helping to expand our range of understanding and knowledge. World
History has also had a place in the U3A curriculum, with the
presentation of courses on Sub-Saharan Africa, the Ascent of Man
(the history of human cultures and civilizations) and Turning Points of
History (a course tracing significant factors which have influenced the
direction of historical events).
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Open Learning Programmes
Open Learning Australia provides tertiary study opportunities for any
Australians at home, or anywhere in the world, which wish to do
academic work away from on-campus lectures and seminars.
Accredited Universities, technical Colleges and Colleges of Further
Education have produced study guides, book lists, videos, cassettes
and other relevant educational materials for many courses. These
programmes (for example, Australian Studies, Music, Out of Empire,
Geology and Environmental Studies) have added further dimensions to
the research and experience of U3A Group Leaders and have set
consistently high standards.

Group during Trip to Prague, 2007.

Meditation
Meditation was listed in the U3A curriculum for six of the early
years and was under the Group Leadership of Roland Hatch. He lived
in Perth but volunteered to travel to Mandurah each month to teach
the precepts of Meditation and I-Ching to our members. He was a
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gentle man, with a fascinating background. He was born in France of
English-French parentage. He served in Intelligence in the British
Army in Burma during WWII and at the war’s end, on the War
Crimes Commission in Germany.

Dr Jim Leavesley leads the Excursion to the Medical Museum in
Subiaco, 2015.
He trekked through the Himalayas with a Tibetan guide, visiting
Buddhist monasteries, learning the principles and art of meditation
from the monks. He taught that one should never go a day, without a
quiet time, even for five minutes, devoted to meditation. He believed
that it is better than prayer because meditation is free of desire
whilst prayer is asking. Each of his monthly sessions carried a
different message. Roland attended several of our Stayaways but in
1998, shortly after attending our last retreat at Jarrahdale, he
passed away peacefully at his Perth home at the age of ninety-six.
Over the following 15 years a large number of different learning
groups commenced. As the membership changed so did the learning
groups. A full list of the Learning Groups and Group Leaders is
included in the Appendices at the back of the book on a year-byyear basis.
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A recording of Photo Stories commenced a several years ago. These
are records of individual talks and the people who have prepared and
presented the talks, accompanied by photographs of the presenters
taken at the time. On last count, approximately 500 Photo Stories
have been recorded and these are available on the U3A, Mandurah
website.

Christine Norman presenting her talk on African leaders, 2015.

David Doust being picked up by an elephant.
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5. Guest Speakers
Guest Speakers have a valued and significant role to play in the U3A
programme. When appropriate, speakers may be asked to provide
information to augment courses such as Environmental Science, English
Literature, Current Affairs and Philosophy. The majority of guest
speakers, however, are invited to our Monthly Meetings.
Many guest speakers are recognised as experts in their professions,
for example, Dr Patsy Hallen (Senior Lecturer in Philosophy, Murdoch
University), Bill Bunbury (Author and Documentary maker at the
Australian Broadcasting Commission), Pru Ashurst (Co-ordinator,
Western Australian Symphony Orchestra) and Professor Geoffrey
Bolton (Historian and University Lecturer). Others chose to speak on
personal life experiences and interests. Percy Oliver (a life of
swimming), Simon Harvey-Wilson (UFOs and the paranormal), Cyril
Ayris (recollections of a journalist at large) and Ruth Kyle (working
with Mother Theresa).

Glen Mitchell a Guest Speaker
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Lectures on local topics were given by John Wigan (CEO, Peel Health
Campus),
John
Gabrielson
(Manager,
Environmental
Health,
Mandurah), Keith Holmes (Mayor, Mandurah) and David Templeman
(Deputy Mayor, Mandurah and more recently MLA). These are a few
of the high quality speakers who have willingly shared their time,
knowledge and experience at U3A meetings. Many had to travel long
distances to do so. Their presence is always greatly appreciated.
There have been a large number of Guest Speakers over the years,
too many to document in total. Many of these Guest Speakers have
been documented in Photo Stories and are available on the website.

David Templeman MLA, a Guest Speaker and a great supporter of
U3A, Mandurah.
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6. Stayaways
Introduction
A regular feature of U3A, Mandurah’s calendar of activities has been
the Stayaway. Although the term has connotations of something to be
avoided, the reality is quite the reverse. The succession of
stayaways, usually of three day’s duration, described at greater
length in subsequent paragraphs of this document, have been,
invariably, well organised and enthusiastically supported.
The magic formula has been a suitable venue, a correct blend of
activities, both social and informative and high quality guides.
Through our Stayaways we have learned to appreciate localities of
our region that we might otherwise have neglected to visit; we have
met new people, heard about their jobs and hobbies and we have
enjoyed good company. The following are some of the early
Stayaways.

Jarrahdale; 1991, 1992 and 1998.
The first was held at the Institute for Human Development, a
peaceful resort in a forest setting in the Jarrahdale hills. The
three-day stay together with members of the Peel-Rockingham U3A
invited to share the fellowship, was an outstanding success.
Accommodation was of a high standard, timber framed chalets
warmed by pot-bellied stoves and fully serviced by gas and
electricity. Not least there was respite from the tyranny of
television and telephone.
In 1992 the demand was overwhelming to repeat the 1991
experience. The bright spring sunshine and abundant wildflowers were
the constant background of our daytime activities, whether informal
strolls or a well conducted tour of the Serpentine Dam. These
included a walk through the dim and dripping stone tunnel that
penetrates the dam wall. The evening programmes were founded on a
smorgasbord style meal which we self-catered in the excellent
functions centre and were followed by informative talks by officers
of the local shire. There were also quizzes and cerebral
entertainment plotted by John ralph and Ray Smith. Eunice Cheesmur
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led our musical programme on the organ with vocal and instrumental
contributions from the audience. Major contributions to the social
activities came from Pam and Tom Medland whose persuasive tongues
and irresistible demonstrations produced a full floor of square
dancers, round dancers and joyously confused dancers.

U3A group having lunch during the Jarrahdale ‘Stayaway’ in 1992.
Between 1992 and 1998 the changes and increases in U3A
membership had been so large that the Management Committee
decided to revisit the Jarrahdale venue. The number attending,
approximately one third of total membership justified this decision.
Wildflowers were as profuse as ever but was it our imagination that
the slopes were steeper and the gravel paths more insecure? It
proved, however, a highly successful event. Local experts were
enlisted to conduct walks through the adjacent forest. Roland Hatch
contributed valedictory sessions on Meditation and we visited places
of interest that had not figured in earlier programmes.

Pemberton – 1993
Dave and Betty Evans were the responsible organisers of a three-day
sojourn in the State’s forest area at Pemberton. Dave’s twenty-year
stint in Government representing the South West, plus a period as

37
Minister for Forests, put him in a marvellous position to organise
information and tours not readily available. U3A members were
booked into the town’s caravan park and from there, a large bus
travelled to selected areas of the karri forest. Don Keene, Forest
Manager explained the principles behind ‘sustainable’ yield, a policy
laid down by the first Conservator of Forests, C. G. Lane-Poole, in
1919. “No more can be taken in cubic content than the annual cubic
content regrowth”.

Jim Marshall, Lyall Commins, Tom Medland and Ray Smith on the
Pemberton Tramway, 1993.
Tree-felling by ‘gun’ faller Trevor Caderman, demonstrated the
difference between today’s fallers and those of yester-year. He told
members the tree had been selected because it was dying from the
crown due to a lightning strike. It was being harvested on
conservation grounds whilst the major portion of the tree was still
millable. It was over mature, dry rot had set in but it could still be
milled for woodchips.
The three days were full of interest. A marron farm was visited as
was a trout hatchery. We were even taught the art, ‘tickling a trout’
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but were prevented from the next step of placing it in a frypan. We
were shown the various sized fingerlings before they were released
into South West streams or sold for distribution to other areas of
the State or even to farmers for their dams and eventual fresh fish
dinners in the wheat belt.
We travelled over restored sections of old State rail on a rail coach
manned and driven by a knowledgeable guide who pointed out areas of
local interest as we rattled over shaky old wooden bridges crossing
creeks, river beds and lushly growing green undergrowth. A short
pause at Northcliffe was memorable on two counts, viewing a rock
collection accumulated over the years by a local identity, plus an
appetising lunch prepared and served by the ladies of the CWA.
‘Twas hot tasty and there was plenty of it. A special side trip was
the bus outing to Dave and Betty’s hide-away at Windy Harbour
where Betty had arranged an afternoon tea with musical
entertainment plus poetry reading.

Bunbury – 1994
The Stayaway in 1994 was organised in conjunction with Bunbury
U3A. The first item on the agenda was a shared dinner at the
Masonic Hall. Later the Masons’ ceremonial hall was visited and an
opportunity given to learn some facts about masonic creed. It is
perhaps the only world organisation where men of every colour and
creed are free to join and visit a lodge in almost any other country
and be welcomed as a brother. Freemasonry is also one of the
biggest providers of educational scholarships in WA and, a little bit
of extra information – roughly half of all residents in Masonic Homes
for the Aged have no Masonic connection.
Lovers of vintage cars and other associated memorabilia were really
able to indulge their passion when a trip on day two involved a visit to
the Boyanup Mechanical Museum. From Boyanup, the bus wended its
way via Ferguson Valley to Wellington Dam for a picnic lunch with
Bunbury members. It was also the day when members chose to the
Melbourne Cup sweep. The archives record that the Collie River valley
echoed to the sound of cheers from one of our most quietly spoken
members, Dorothea Woodend, when her horse won the event. She
has lived well on the proceeds ever since.
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On the third day, following a wildflower walk, the Rev. Bob Collings
gave a brief update on the development of the Bunbury Port. Morning
tea was enjoyed in the old Customs Bond Store now transformed into
a thriving restaurant. The first Anglican Church built in Bunbury in
the 1840s, by the Rev. John Wollaston and his sons, was visited and
tourists learned that it was originally made of wattle and daub but
later lined with Jarrah and roofed with shingles. Services are still
held there.

Margaret River – 1995
The services of Brad Commins, District Forester, were made available
to U3A for a safari through the Margaret River area. It involved a
bus trip to the Boranup State Forest, where the bus moved slowly
along forestry tracks and members were able to see all aspects of a
natural protected forest area. Here, where age and time had
resulted in an earth shaking collapse of the forest floor of a giant
‘old-man’ Karri, members could see how, in the natural rhythm of
life, its decay had made a home for native fauna, and a rich
environment for Karri regeneration.

U3A Group at Augusta during the 1995 ‘Stayaway’ at Margaret River.
The bus then travelled to the ‘Giant Cave’ and from there to Augusta
and Flinders Bay where Brad described frantic but controlled efforts
by CALM to rescue two hundred and forty five whales which had
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beached themselves in a combined suicide attempt. Thirty of the
whales died. Eventually, one hundred and eighty five were returned to
their native habitat and members were shown the monument erected
at Flinders Bay to commemorate the event that made world headlines.
We also visited the historic lighthouse and Old Water Wheel at Cape
Leeuwin. The Raptor Sanctuary at Margaret River was the next stop
where the group saw birds, which had been injured, almost ready for
release back into the environment after caring treatment from the
trained staff. Here, an alfresco lunch was enjoyed in a green
parkland setting. The next treat was a demonstration by masters of
the ancient art of glass blowing. Our final pause was at Hamelin Bay,
where clearly discernible were a number of stingrays cruising past like
miniature stealth bombers choosing a new element in which to display
their skills in silent movement.

York, Northam, Springfield and Avondale – 1996
John Meachem, the multi-talented committee member, organised this
Stayaway to be a holiday break with a difference. Instead of a quiet
picnic lunch in the park at York, members found themselves
confronted by a mass of Rally Australia cars plus myriads of
supporters, many from overseas. After lunch we visited Ballandong
Farm. This is an area where a Landcare reclamation project,
Sponsored by Alcoa and fourteen farmers in the district, was
attempting to redress the problems of erosion, salinity and
waterlogging. Alcoa also supplied two hundred and fifty thousand tree
used in the replanting programme. Alcoa is also paying for the cost of
protective fencing. Alcoa also provided the bus used by members for
the trip. All enjoyed another excellent Stayaway.

New Norcia – 1997
The Stayaway in 1997 saw the group travel to the popular tourist
venue of New Norcia. Renowned for its Art Collection, its pipe organ
in the church and the dedication of its monks, New Norcia proved to
be a fascinating destination. The history of New Norcia dates back
to 1846 when Bishop Salvado and ninety Spanish Benedictine monks
established a mission to improve the welfare of the Aboriginal people
in the area. Today, there are only eighteen monks remaining, four of
them of Spanish origin, the youngest of the four being eighty-six
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years of age. The original grape vines have long gone but a thriving
olive grove remains. Brother Sanz, aged ninety, still actively works
the orchard and fends off the birds. Music lovers visited the
impressive church and monk Dom Eric thrilled them with his masterly
playing of the Moesser pipe organ. Lawrie Parkinson was given
permission to test his skills and had much joy in his rendition of
‘Smoke gets in your eyes.’ A trip was taken to a Brahmin cattle
property owned by a family, which started its stud with five beasts.
The purchased an impressive bull known as Neptune. The herd now
number two thousand but whether there is a correlation between the
purchase of Neptune and the massive increase in the herd is
unresolved.

Hillary’s – 1999
A smaller number than usual attended this Stayaway but nevertheless
those who went judged it most enjoyable. The organising by Kath
Adams and her team was faultless. One venue visited, the ‘Doll
House’ contained dolls from every country in the world and was a
doll-lover’s delight. Each doll wearing the traditional dress of its
country of origin gave interest, colour and attraction to this ‘House
with a difference’. A conducted tour of the Joondalup Library and
Council Chambers was an eye-opener. The ‘Cockman House’, built in
the 1860s, in Hillary’s by comparison with the Mandurah ‘Hall’s
Cottage’ is large with four spacious bedrooms and beautifully crafted
furniture. A visit to Underwater World was enjoyed, especially the
outstanding show put on by the performing dolphins. Good
accommodation, excellent meals and service all combined to make this
a Stayaway with a difference.

Stayaways between 2001 and 2005
The archival records of Stayaways between 2001 and 2005 are
scanty, however, we do know that Mandurah U3A did a ‘Mega’
Stayaway in 2004 when a group of members travelled to Prague. The
trip to Prague was a ‘follow up’ of a visit from U3A in Prague to
Mandurah, U3A that took place in 2002. A second trip to Prague
occurred in 2007.
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‘Stayaways’ between 2006 and 2015
The form of ‘Stayaways’ changed from 2006 to 2015 in that they
became ‘Day Excursions’. Overall during these years, 33-Day
Excursions were held. One year, 2009, eleven-Day Excursions were
held. Two years, 2007 and 2014, only one excursion was held and in
2006 no excursions were held. From the archives it is evident that
Chris Baker organised many of the Day Excursions. Some of the Day
Excursions were to places such as; WA Art Gallery, Alcoa, Fremantle
Prison, Parliament House, WA Newspapers and Dwellingup. Most of
these were organised to utilize the Perth-Mandurah rail service.
During these years there were two ‘old style’ Stayaways. The second
trip to Prague in 2007. The recent trip to Norfolk Island in 2015.

U3A, Mandurah trip to Prague in 2007.
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7. Social Activities
As U3A caters for learning as well as social needs of members and
therefore it has been essential to promote a balance between our
learning programmes and our social activities. Co-ordinators and
helpers have provided a long list of events to achieve a happy friendly
atmosphere.
On several occasions we have joined with other groups affiliated to
U3A, UWA. When members of the South West Division visited
Mandurah, we joined them on a cruise and luncheon at the
Ravenswood Hotel. With members of the South East Division we
visited Peel Zoo. With members of the Peel Division we were given a
guided tour of Garden Island, historical sites around Rockingham and
an enjoyable afternoon tea at the Museum. On another occasion we
travelled to Donnybrook where we met Bunbury U3A members. We
visited an apple and pear farm and shared a lunch break.

Christmas Lunch, 2007; L-R, Chris Baker, Margaret Kuca and Stan
and Doreen Bathgate.
We have taken several bus trips to different venues. Visits to Kings
Park Wildflower Show, to Parliament House as guests of Roger
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Nicholls, to the Sir Francis Burt Museum and the opportunity, with
the Education Officer at the Law Courts, to view Court proceedings,
ask questions and view holding cells. These are a few examples of the
outings.
Several field trips were made as part of the Environmental Studies
course. We have visited Yalgorup National Park and Alcoa, and were
privileged to observe the initial planning, the building and the
completion of the Forest Heritage Centre at Dwellingup. With the
expertise provided by officers of these groups, we have learned much
about forestry, its products and conservation ethic.
Over the years, social afternoons have been held in members’ homes,
always enjoyable occasions. Monthly morning coffee gatherings are
now held in various venues in and around Mandurah, most successful
occasions with Bring and Buy stalls adding to the friendly atmosphere.

Joan Day, Peter and Margo Ruhland, Gloria Jean’s, 2010.
There are two dinners held annually, both thoroughly enjoyed by
those members who are able to attend. U3A, Mandurah’s birthday is
commemorated by a lunch or dinner held in May. A Christmas Dinner
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often garnished with homegrown entertainment rounds off our annual
programme.
In the year 2000 a special luncheon was held to commemorate the
tenth birthday of West Australia Regional U3A, Mandurah City
Incorporated. At this function there was a guest speaker. Renewed
friendships and much reminiscing.
In recent years, the Social Activities have revolved mainly around
Luncheons to celebrate the U3A, Mandurah birthdays and Christmas.
Coffee mornings have also been a popular social activity with Chris
Baker playing a leading role in organising.

Norma Vaughan and Ann Templeman enjoying a Christmas lunch.
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Christmas Lunch Cruise 2007. L – R; June Robbins, Noel Abbott, Ida
Kramer and John Johnson.

Jo Kreibich with the Mandurah U3A Banner.

47

8. Celebrating 25 Years of U3A, Mandurah
A 25th Anniversary Lunch was held at the Meadow Springs Golf
Course in April 2015.

Top Table Group, L – R; Mayor Vergoyne, CEO Newman, Jo Kreibich,
Don Randall MP (the late), Mandurah U3A President, Sheila Twine,
Pat Starmer, Judy Brealey, Chris Baker, Christine Norman and David
Templeman MLA.

Group about to cut the 25th Birthday Cake.
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25th Birthday Lunch singing group.

Christine Norman leads the 25th Birthday singers.
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9. Some Milestones over the Past 25 Years

Australia Day Active Citizenship Award, 2005, for Outstanding
Achievement to U3A, Mandurah.

Christine Jackson, U3A Chairman, 2005, with Councillor Don
Pember and Mayor Keith Holmes, receiving Active Citizenship
Award for Outstanding Achievement.
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Western Australian Seniors Award, 2005, Certificate of
Recognition, for Active Ageing Innovation.

Mandurah Historical Society Inc. and City of Mandurah, Time
Capsule, 2002 to 2052.
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10.

Honour Board

Over the past 25 years several members have played a prominent
role in furthering the aims of U3A and have gone beyond the basic
minimum in terms of length of membership, active involvement in
the setting up and contributing time and effort. In past years
Mandurah U3A has recognised the following people.
Life Member;

Bill Tate
Bob Reynolds

Certificates of Appreciation; Judy Brealey
Roy Done
James Edwards
Ray Smith
Elaine Donald
Gordon Lynch
Norma Vaughan
Christine Baker

The 2015 Committee has reviewed the current members and
identified several additional members who deserve to be recognised
for long and active service to U3A, Mandurah.
Life Members;

Christine Baker
Judy Brealey

Certificates of Appreciation; John Cowan
John Loveridge
Jo Kreibich
Jock Fyfe
Margo Ruhland
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U3A Mandurah Group trip to Norfolk Island, 2015.

U3A Mandurah ‘Convicts’ on Norfolk Island, 2015.
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11.

Current Members Memoirs

Ida Kramer – Found Friends for Life
I moved from Geraldton to Mandurah around 2002 and, in order to
find social contacts and friends I first joined the Senior Citizens
here. This went some way to introducing me to people and activities
in Mandurah. On looking through the local paper I noticed a small
item advising that there was to be a talk on religion, or some related
subject, on a certain day and time at the Senior Citizens Centre. I
turned up and was warmly welcomed by one of the committee, whom I
later found was at most of the presentations I subsequently went to.
After a while I signed up and attended a General Meeting,
discovering several sessions that interested me. The session on Book
Club was an early favourite soon extending to talks on Science,
English Literature, History, Art, Music, and other topics of many and
varied subjects. I found people of a like mind who encouraged
learning, participation and fellowship. One highlight was being able to
take part on interesting excursions and other social occasions.
The main drawcard is the friendly co-operative nature of the group
and the opportunity to contribute as much or as little as you are
able. I feel I have found friends for life and people I can depend on
for encouragement and support at all times.

John Cowan – Members Grew Visibly More Confident
When I joined about 15 years ago, I was impressed by the wide
variety of learning programs on offer to members. Presentations were
of a high standard and often there would be quite stimulating
interaction in the room. At the time I, having recently retired from a
career in an engineering field, was attracted to some of the learning
groups, for example; the Environment, Music and the Humanities.
Serving on the committee gave me an insight into the teamwork and
effort that goes in to plan, produce and finance the semesters each
year. My time with U3A seems to have gone quickly. I have seen new
members join and stay; others drift away. Some dear ones have
passed on. But I am aware of a small number who, over the years,
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grew visibly more confident as they gradually emerged from being
quiet listeners to presenting interesting talks from the rostrum.

Kathy Dean – Lots More Years Together at Mandurah, U3A
It began some 25 years ago, our branch of the U3A,
And through Bill Tate’s inspiration we started on our way.
T.A.F.E. schoolrooms were our first abode, but our numbers filled
that place
So the new centre built for seniors became our settled base.
We have covered every subject: Ancient times and Modern days.
First Aid, Philosophy and books, Aborigines and plays,
History and Geography, how the Earth goes round the sun,
Played bridge, read constitutions but we still had lots of fun.
Environment and handicrafts, humanities and verse.
How Governments control our lives, our economics affect our purse.
We’ve learnt French, English and gardening, to great jazz we have
tapped our feet.
Geology and DNA, new things each time we meet.
We’ve relaxed in meditation, our worries to release,
It’s taught us to improve our lives, have some internal peace.
The mystery of music, the animals of the Earth,
The flowers, birds and insects, the healing powers of mirth.
We have talked about the Media, how we would put the world to
rights.
We have learnt of old religions, of crusades with zealous knights.
Our members tell their stories of Families and Jobs,
Of nursing in the Middle East, of running English pubs,
Of travel in far off countries, of days they’ve spent in Spain,
New Zealand and South Africa; of sunshine and of rain.
We have heard of lovely villages and poetry and love,
Of Liverpool and London, of the stars that shine above.
Of sailing mighty rivers, of work in forests tall
Of Northern Territory life; and we have enjoyed it all.
We have hosted lots of speakers all with tales to tell.
Famous doctors and historians, musicians; mayors as well.
Politicians and Embroiderers, Travellers of Foreign shores,
A studier of OFOs, and an explainer of the Laws.
An engineer of Airships, an expert of Theatre life,
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A man from the new Endeavour who told of joy and strife.
Celebrities from radio have amused us for an hour.
An expert on the Barbie Doll; on water, and Western Power.
An Obituary writer; his job is quite unique.
A lady from Toast Masters to teach us how to speak.
A journalist who proved a man not guilty of a crime,
They have travelled down to Mandurah and given us their time.
Now we’ve power point and internet, we can Google all the facts
It’s supposed to make life easier, till the poltergeist attacks!
We give praise to all the people who’ve organised each course
And the main co-ordinators, this task’s a “Tour de Force”.
Day trips have kept us on the move; we have been to Freo’s port,
To various dams around the place, Araluen, the Supreme Court,
We’ve admired all the Wildflowers, at the mint we’ve touched the
Gold.
We watched the Duifken carpenters bending wood like days of old.
To Murdoch for some lectures, Bentley Tech, and Kings Park logs.
To see Alcoa reclamation work and hear the joyous croak of frogs.
We’ve had tours of chocolate factories, we’ve sampled local cheese,
Craft shops and Ice-cream parlours and the Vineyards always please.
We’ve had breakfasts on the Foreshore, Australia Day to celebrate.
Got awards for our own endeavours, which really is so great.
To parliament House we went one day for tea with our MP
And up canals at eventide the Christmas Lights to see.
Our stay-overs were popular; three days, no mobile phone!
Margaret River, Northam, Bunbury; in a crowd or all alone.
To New Norcia with its Chapel where one member’s dream came true,
When he played the famous organ, one of the chosen few.
In Pemberton amidst the trees; and Hillarys by the shore,
We have talked and talked and laughed a lot, and couldn’t ask for
more.
We have been back again to Jarrahdale and broke records, you will
find
For the longest hardest Quiz Night in the history of Mankind!
Some visitors from Ancient Prague we welcomed to our shores.
And few of us went over there; U3A opens many doors.
And then of course, behind the scenes, Committee work goes on,
To keep the whole thing running, all the paper work is done.
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Newsletters keep us well informed. We thank that clever mob
Of Editors who’ve worked so hard. They’ve done a sterling job.
Each month we have a morning tea where we can really chat.
A different venue every time, the conversation’s never flat!
With this birthday get together, which is our Mid-Year treat,
And a lovely lunch at Christmas, our social calendar is complete.
And on this anniversary he wish we have today…..

Is for lots more years together at Mandurah U3A.
Jo Kreibich – My Involvement in U3A
My involvement with U3A Mandurah started in 2006 when I heard
from a friend, already a member, that a trip to Prague was being
arranged – a U3A cultural exchange. Alan and I had always yearned
to visit the Czech Republic to visit his Kreibich ancestral homeland
and this was an opportunity not to be missed.
We made many new friends on this trip and have enjoyed our U3A
involvement ever since. Over the years I have been the instigator in
presenting such subjects as Art History, Moon Music and UNESCO
sites. I also organised our annual Q & A sessions inviting well-known
local personalities to take part.
I became a committee member in 2012 and somehow found myself
sitting in the Chairman’s chair in 2013 and 2014! I have also worn the
Co-ordinator’s cap for the last two years (2014 and 2015). The work
load has been quite heavy but I have found it to be exciting,
interesting and fulfilling – a workload I could not have tackled without
the support of so many dedicated committee colleagues. U3A is a
superb organisation for bringing people together, in their later years,
offering mental stimulation and friendship without elitist overtones.
We are one but we are many! I look forward to many more years
among so many good friends.
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12.

Committee Members Over the Years

1990 Inaugural Committee Members
Chairman: Bill Tate
Secretary: John Ralph
Treasurer: Jock McLean
Co-ordinator: Fred Cheesmur
Delegates: Bill Tate and John Daniels
The Committee was later expanded to include:
Assistant Secretary: Margaret Edwards
Assistant Co-ordinator: Pam and Tom Medland
Social Committee: Edna Parkinson, Heather Mclean and Norma
Watson
Newsletter Editor: Bob Reynolds
Learning Groups and Leaders 1990
Current Affairs: John Ralph
Environmental: John Mahoney
English Literature: Joan Powerly

1991 Committee Members
Chairman: John Daniels
Secretary: John Ralph
Assistant Secretary: Esme Smith
Treasurer: Anne Maughan
Assistant Treasurer: Betty Marshall
Co-ordinator: Pam Medland
Assistant Co-ordinator: Fred Cheesmur
Council Delegate: Rae Commins
Editor: Bob Reynolds
Trip Co-ordinator: Tom Medland
Learning Groups and Leaders 1991
Environmental: John Mahoney
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Current Affairs: John Ralph
English Literature: Joan Powerly
Aboriginal Affairs: Bob Reynolds
Anthropology and Philosophy: Len Wakeman

1992 Committee Members
Chairman: Pam Medland
Deputy Chairman: Joan Powerly
Secretary: Sean Leahy
Assistant Secretary: Joan Powerly
Treasurer: Tom Medland
Assistant Treasurers: Jan Anderson and Betty Marshall
Co-ordinator: Ray Smith
Assistant Co-ordinators: Fred Cheesmur and Jan Anderson
News Editor: Bob Reynolds
Learning Groups and Leaders 1992
Current Affairs: John Ralph
Public Speaking: Betty Evans
Play Reading: Mary Hicks
Ascent of Man: John Mahoney and George Counsel
Environmental Affairs: Bill Tate
English Literature: Joan Powerly
Aboriginal Affairs: Ray Smith
Meditation: Roland Hatch

1993 Committee Members
Chairman: Pam Medland
Deputy Chairman: Rae Commins
Secretary: Lyall Commins
Treasurer: Ray Smith
Assistant Treasurers: Jan Anderson and Betty Marshall
Co-ordinator: Betty Evans
Assistant Co-ordinator: Dawn Inverarity
Editor: Bob Reynolds
Archivist: Rae Commins
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Learning Groups and Leaders 1993
English Literature: Joan Powerly
Environment: Fred Cheesmur
Social Studies: George Counsel
Meditation: Roland Hatch
Current Affairs: John Ralph
Communication: Judy Brealey
Aboriginal Affairs: Ray Smith

1994 Committee Members
Chairman: Ray Smith
Deputy Chairman: Fred Cheesmur
Secretary: Pam Medland
Assistant Secretary: Iris Millward
Treasurer: Fay Gibson
Assistant Treasurer: Judy Brealey
Co-ordinator: John Meachem
Editor: Bob Reynolds
Archivist: John Fraser
Additional Members: Tom Medland and Joan Powerly
Learning Groups and Leaders 1994
English Literature: Joan Powerly
Environment: Frank Pridham
Social Studies: George Counsel
Meditation: Roland Hatch
Current Affairs: John Ralph
Communication: Judy Brealey
Fabric/Needle Craft: Dorothea Meachem
Music Appreciation: Eddie Maughan
Drama: Phyll Carter
Yoga: Judie Aberle

1995 Committee Members
Chairman: Betty Evans
Deputy Chairman: John Meachem
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Secretary: Dorothea Woodend
Assistant Secretary: Bob Reynolds
Treasurer: Fay Gibson
Assistant Treasurer: Rae Commins
Speaker Co-ordinator: Betty Evans
Group Co-ordinator: Pam Medland
Editor: John Meachem
Assistant Editor: Bob Reynolds
Archivist: Nell Taylor
Travel Officer: Tom Medland
Additional Members: Doris Scott, Terry Blakely and Fred Cheesmur
Learning Groups and Leaders 1995
English Literature: Joan Powerly
Environment: Frank Pridham
Social Studies: George Counsel
Meditation: Roland Hatch and Pam Medland
Current Affairs: John Ralph and John Meachem
Communication: Betty Evans
Aboriginal Studies: Alana Bennett
Fabric/Craft: Dorothea Meachem
Music: Eddie Maughan
Drama: Phyll Carter
First Aid: Betty Evans

1996 Committee Members
Chairman: Betty Evans
Deputy Chairman: John Meachem
Secretary: Adrene Robertson
Assistant Secretary: Judy Brealey
Treasurer: Fay Gibson
Assistant Treasurer: Nell Taylor
Speaker Co-ordinator: Betty Evans
Group Co-ordinator: John Meachem
Editor: Bob Reynolds
Assistant Editor: Ray Smith
Property Officer: Eddie Maughan
Archivist: Norm Cockerton
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Learning Groups and Leaders 1996
English Literature: Frank Pridham
Environment: Frank Pridham
Humanities: George Counsel
Meditation: Roland Hatch
Current Affairs: John Meachem
Communication: Judy Brealey
Fabric/Craft: Dorothea Meachem
Music Appreciation: Fred Cheesmur
Interior Design: Roslyn Vermeulen
Bridge: P. Williams
Australian Studies: Eddie Maughan
Drama: Phyll Carter

1997 Committee Members
Chairman: Judy Brealey
Deputy Chairman: John Meachem
Secretary: Adrene Robertson
Assistant Secretary: Norn Cockerton
Treasurer: Geoff Adams
Assistant Treasurer: Fay Gibson
Group Co-ordinator: John Meachem
Assistant Co-ordinator: Dorothea Woodend
Editor: Bob Reynolds
Property Officer: Eddie Maughan
Archivist: Norm Cockerton
Additional Members: Doris Scott and Frank Pridham
Learning Groups and Leaders 1997
English Literature: Frank Pridham
Environment: Frank Pridham
Humanities: George Counsel
Meditation: Roland Hatch and Bob Reynolds
Current Affairs: John Meachem
Anthropology: Les Schubert
History: Dorothea Woodend
Fabric/Craft: Dorothea Meachem
Interior Design: Roslyn Vermeulen
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Geology: John Meachem

1998 Committee Members
Chairman: Judy Brealey
Deputy Chairman: Frank Pridham
Secretary: John Meachem
Assistant Secretary: Christine Jackson
Treasurer: Geoff Adams
Assistant Treasurer: Wynn Jackson
Co-ordinator: Dorothea Woodend
Assistant Co-ordinator: Fay Gibson
Editor: Bob Reynolds
Property Officer: Eddie Maughan
Archivist: Norm Cockerton
Additional Members: Russell McMahon and Jeff Waddington
Learning Groups and Leaders 1998
English Literature: Frank Pridham
Environment: Frank Pridham and George Counsel
Meditation: Roland Hatch and Bob Reynolds
Current Affairs: John Meachem
Cosmology: Les Schubert
Music: Eddie Maugham
French: Trudy Larson
People and Places: Dorothea Woodend
History: Dorothea Woodend
Decor/Craft: Doris Scott
Fabric/Craft: Dorothea Meachem

1999 Committee Members
Chairman: Frank Pridham
Deputy Chairman: Adrene Robertson
Secretary: Christine Jackson
Assistant Secretary: Joan Fletcher
Treasurer: Geoff Adams
Assistant Treasurer: Wynn Jackson
Co-ordinator: Dorothea Woodend
Assistant Co-ordinator: Judy Brealey
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Editor: John Meachem
Property Officer: Jeff Waddington
Archivist: Norm Cockerton
Additional Member: Jim Edwards
Learning Groups and Leaders 1999
English Literature: Frank Pridham
Environment: Frank Pridham and George Counsel
Humanities: George Counsel
Current Affairs: John Meachem
People and Places: Dorothea Woodend
Alpha and Omega: Ray Smith
Music: Eddie Maugham
Constitutional Development: Jim Edwards

2000 Committee Members
Chairman: Frank Pridham
Deputy Chairman: Adrene Robertson
Secretary: Christine Jackson
Assistant Secretary: Margaret Rose
Treasurer: Norm Cockerton
Assistant Treasurer: Bill Dean
Co-ordinator: Dorothea Woodend
Assistant Co-ordinator: Judy Brealey
Editor: John Meachem
Additional Members: Jim Edwards, Pam Medland and Joan Fletcher
Learning Groups and Leaders 2000
English Literature: Frank Pridham
Humanities: George Counsel
History: Jim Edwards
The Ascent of Man: John Meachem
Media Studies: Judy Brealey
Human Geography: Dave Evans
French: Trudy Larson
People and Places: Dorothea Woodend
Music: Eddie Maugham and Russell McMahon
Constitutional Development: Jim Edwards
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2001 Committee Members
Chairman: Adrene Robertson
Deputy Chairman: Jim Edwards
Secretary: Christine Jackson
Assistant Secretary: Margaret Rose
Treasurer: Norm Cockerton
Assistant Treasurer: Judy Brealey
Co-ordinator: Dorothea Woodend
Assistant Co-ordinator: John Anderson
Editor: John Meachem
Assistant Editor: Robyn Weaire
Additional Members: Pam Medland (Archivist) Christine Baker and
Drusilla Gray
Learning Groups and Leaders 2001
English Literature: Frank Pridham
Humanities: George Counsel
History: Jim Edwards
French Language: Victor Ahmadian
French Conversation: Trudi Larson
People and Places: John Cowan
Music and Mirth: Bill Dean
Education Issues: John Anderson
Current Affairs: John Meachem and Judy Brealey
Play Reading: Pam Medland and Mandy Henning
World around Us: John Meachem
Book Club: Aileen Drage
African Person: Frank Pridham
Armchair Travel: Adrene Robertson

2002 Committee Members
Chairman: Adrene Robertson
Deputy Chairman: Jim Edwards
Secretary: Joyce Chalkley
Assistant Secretary: Christine Jackson
Treasurer: Judy Brealey
Assistant Treasurer: Margaret Rose
Co-ordinator: Dorothea Woodend
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Editor: John Meachem
Property: Tom Henderson
Social Convenor: Margo Ruhland
Additional Members: S Fonseca and Ethel Hutton
Learning Groups and Leaders 2002
Philosophy: George Counsel
History - Islam: Jim Edwards
French Language: Victor Ahmadian
People and Places: Ethel Hutton
Music: Gillian Davies
Play Reading: Mandy Henning
World around Us: John Meachem
Genetics: Roy Done
Book Club: Frank Pridham
Environmental Studies: Frank Pridham
Reading for Pleasure: Frank Pridham
English Literature: Frank Pridham
Transcendental Journey: Ley Ashley and John Cowan

2003 Committee Members
Chairman: Jim Edwards
Deputy Chairman: Christine Jackson
Secretary: Joyce Chalkley
Assistant Secretary: Christine Jackson
Treasurer: Judy Brealey
Assistant Treasurer: Beryl Northey
Co-ordinator: Roy Done
Assistant Co-ordinator: Gillian Davies
Social Convenor: Margo Ruhland
Archivist: Ley Ashley
Editor: John Meachem
Co-opted Members: Speakers Co-ordinator: Dorothea Woodend and
Property: Gordon Lynch
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Committee 2003.
Learning Groups and Leaders 2003
Philosophy: George Counsel
History - Islam: Jim Edwards
French Language: Victor Ahmadian
Media Studies: Peter Ruhland
Astrology: Olivia Mason
People and Places: Ethel Hutton
Health Issues: Alison Edwards
Science: Roy Done
Music: Gillian Davies
Poetic Readings: John Meachem
Book Club: Margaret Garside
Reading for Pleasure: Frank Pridham
English Literature: Frank Pridham
Environment: Frank Pridham

2004 Committee Members
Chairman: Christine Jackson
Deputy Chairman: John Cowan
Secretary: Joyce Chalkley
Assistant Secretary: John Loveridge
Treasurer: Pam Henderson
Assistant Treasurer: Ann Templeman
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Newsletter Publisher: Colleen Barrett
Assistant Newsletter Publisher: Chris Baker
Co-ordinator: Gillian Davies
Assistant Co-ordinator: Chris Baker
Social Convenor: Margo Ruhland
Archivist: Ron Bellamy
Co-opted Members: Speakers Co-ordinator: Dorothea Woodend, Sybil
Smith and Gordon Lynch
Learning Groups and Leaders 2004
Philosophy Topics: George Counsel
French Language: Victor Ahmadian
Media Studies: Peter Ruhland
Civic Affairs: Ron Bellamy
Astrology: Olivia Mason
People and Places: Dorothea Woodend
Twentieth Century Thinkers: John Cowan
Biology: Roy Done
Music: Gillian Davies
Reading for Pleasure: Margaret Garside
English Literature: Frank Pridham

2005 Committee Members
Chairman: Christine Jackson
Deputy Chairman: Maruta Lukins
Secretary: Olivia Mason
Assistant Secretary: Sybil Smith
Treasurer: Pam Henderson
Assistant Treasurer: Ann Templeman
Editor: Colleen Barrett
Co-ordinator: Gillian Davies
Assistant Co-ordinator: Chris Baker
Additional Members: Gordon Lynch and Phil Harris
Co-opted Members: Speakers Co-ordinator: Dorothea Woodend and
Social Convenor: Joyce Chalkley
Fellowship Officer: Margo Ruhland
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Committee, 2005.
Learning Groups and Leaders 2005
History of London: Ron Bellamy
W.A. Wildflowers: Peg Foreman
Community Focus: Judy Brealey
Media Studies: Peter Ruhland
Astrology: Olivia Mason
People and Places: Dorothea Woodend
Australian Culture: John Cowan
South African Studies: Frank Pridham
Music: Gillian Davies
Reading for Pleasure: Margaret Garside
Learning to Paint: Christine Jackson
English Literature: June Whettingsteel
Play Reading: John Loveridge

2006 Committee Members
Chairman: Christine Jackson
Deputy Chairman: Maruta Lukins
Secretary: Phil Harris
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Assistant Secretary: Sybil Smith
Treasurer: Pam Henderson
Assistant Treasurer: Ann Templeman
Newsletter Publisher: Colleen Barrett
Assistant Newsletter Publisher: Janis Lukins
Co-ordinator: Gillian Davies
Speaker Co-ordinator: Dorothea Woodend
Property/Membership: Gordon Lynch
Fellowship: Margo Ruhland
Additional Members: Linda Bowron
Learning Groups and Leaders 2006
Human Evolution: Roy done
Media Studies: Peter Ruhland
People and Places: Dorothea Woodend and Doreen Bathgate
Music: Margo Hodgkins
Mixed Bag: Frank Pridham
Reading for Pleasure: Margaret Garside
Reading and Writing Poetry: Mary Hicks
Learning to Paint: Christine Jackson
English History: Derek Signey
English Living Language: Lorraine Hume
Play Reading: Kath Dean
Social French: Colleen Barratt
Qi Gong Group: Phil Harris

2007 Committee Members
Chairman: John Cowan
Deputy Chairman: Gillian Davies
Secretary: Joyce Chalkley
Assistant Secretary: Val Heath
Treasurer: Elaine Donald
Assistant Treasurer: Doris Scott
Editor: Sybil Smith
Co-ordinator: Gillian Davies
Speaker Co-ordinator: Chris Baker
Property/Membership: Gordon Lynch
Fellowship and Archivist: Margo Ruhland
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Learning Groups and Leaders 2007
Science and Technology: Chris Baker
Media Studies: Peter Ruhland
Alister Cooke’s America: Hep Powell
Gracious Living-In appreciation of the Arts; Derek Signey
English the Living Language: June Whettingsteel
People and Places: Gillian Davies and Ethel Hutton
Opera on Ormsby: Margo Hodgkins
Aspects of Art History: Jo Kreibich
Reading for Pleasure: Margaret Garside
Learning to Paint: Christine Jackson
Play Reading: Kath Dean
Mixed Bag: Frank Pridham
Aspects of Biology: Rory Done
Film Appreciation: Sybil Smith
Field Excursion to Dwellingup (2/4/2007)

2008 Committee Members
Chairman: Margo Hodgkins
Deputy Chairman: Chris Baker
Secretary: Joyce Chalkley
Assistant Secretary: June Wanstall
Treasurer/ Property Manager: Gordon Lynch
Editor/Webmaster: Sybil Smith
Co-ordinator/Speaker Convenor: Chris Baker
Fellowship Officer: Margo Ruhland
Additional Members: Val Heath and Frank Pridham
Learning Groups and Leaders 2008
Values and Beliefs: Margo Hodgkins
The Fourth dimension and Beyond: Derek Signey
Australia’s First Prime Ministers: Robert Boyne
Media Studies: Peter Ruhland
Films and Literature: Sybil Smith
Ten Famous Scientists: Roy Done
Australian Culture: Jim Barns
Discovering English: June Wanstall
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Aspects of Art History: Jo Kreibich
Reading for Pleasure: Margaret Garside
Fifth Week Specials: Chris Baker

2009 Committee Members
Chairman: Margo Hodgkins
Deputy Chairman: Judy Brealey
Secretary: June Wanstall
Assistant Secretary: John Loveridge
Treasurer: Gordon Lynch
Assistant Treasurer: Christine Norman
Editor and Webmaster: Norma Vaughan
Co-ordinator: Joyce Chalkley
Assistant Co-ordinator: Gillian Davies
Fellowship Officer: Margo Ruhland
Additional Members: Muriel Ming, Robert Boyne and Val Heath
Learning Groups and Leaders 2009
Gilbert and Sullivan: Christine Norman
People and Places: Chris Baker
History: Diane Oldman
Current Events: Peter Ruhland
English: John Cowan
The Human Body: Roy Done
Art: Jo Kreibich
Films for Fun: Sybil Smith
Adventures with Jim: Jim Barns
Reading for Pleasure” Lorraine Hume

2010 Committee Members
Chairman: Diane Oldman
Deputy Chairman: Robert Boyne
Secretary: June Wanstall
Assistant Secretary: Carol Wauchope
Treasurer: Christine Norman
Assistant Treasurer: Coral Wimbridge
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Editor: Norma Vaughan
Co-ordinator: Judy Brealey
Editor, Webmaster, Dropbox and Technical Officer: Norma Vaughan
Additional Members: Ena Garden, Robert Boyne and Val Heath
Fellowship: Margo Ruhland
Social Director: Gordon Lynch

Committee, 2010.
Learning Groups and Leaders 2010
Suduku and Cryptic Crosswords: Jock Fyfe
Relaxation and Meditation: Kate Orr
People and Places: Hep Powell
Current Events: Ena Garden
English: Margaret and John Pickering
Mixed Bag: Liz Rushton
Environment and Horticulture: June Wanstall
Aspects of Art History: Jo Kreibich
Recollections: Beryl Northey and Chris Baker
Reading for Pleasure: Virginia DeWolfe
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2011 Committee Members
Chairman: Judy Brealey
Deputy Chairman: Gordon Lynch
Secretary: June Wanstall
Assistant Secretary: Carol Wauchope
Treasurer: Gordon Lynch
Assistant Treasurer: Coral Wimbridge
Editor: Norma Vaughan
Co-ordinator: Judy Brealey
Editor, Webmaster, Dropbox and Technical Officer: Norma Vaughan
Fellowship Officer: Margo Ruhland
Additional Members: Val Heath, Dave Warner and Maureen Bernardo
Learning Groups and Leaders 2011
Science-‘Quo Vadis’: Roy Done
Relaxation and Meditation: Kate Orr
Travelogue: Diane Oldman
Current Events: Ena Garden
English: Margaret and John Pickering
People and Places: Hep Powell
Law and Society: Judy Brealey
Aspects of Art History: Jo Kreibich
Recollections: Beryl Northey and Chris Baker
Books worth Reading: Ena Garden
Adventures in Literature: Virginia DeWolfe

Committee Members 2012
Chairman: Margo Hodgkins
Deputy Chairman: Jenny Ingle
Secretary: June Wanstall
Assistant Secretary: Carol Wauchope
Treasurer: Joyce Chalkley
Assistant Treasurer: Ingrid Pascoe
Editor: Jock Fyfe and Maureen Bernardo
Webmaster, Dropbox, and Technical Officer: Norma Vaughan
U3A Network WA and State Secretary: Norma Vaughan
Additional Members: Val Heath, Maureen Bernardo and Rita Madden
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Fellowship Officer: Margo Ruhland
Learning Groups and Leaders 2012
Film Festival: Rita Madden
Art: Jo Kreibich
History: Jim Barns
Current Events: Jenny Ingle
Religions of the World: Ena Garden
Creative Writing: Chris Baker
Music-Opera: Margo Hodgkins and Gillian Davies
People and Places: Norma Vaughan
Biographies: John Cowan
Moon Music: Jo Kreibich
Adventures in Literature: Margaret Garside and Ida Kramer

Committee Members 2013
Chairman: Jo Kreibich
Deputy Chairman: Gordon Lynch
Secretary: June Wanstall
Assistant Secretary: Carol Wauchope
Treasurer: John Loveridge
Co-ordinator: Judy Brealey
Assistant co-ordinator: Bev Ross
Editor: Jock Fyfe
Webmaster, Dropbox and Technical Officer: Norma Vaughan
U3A Network WA and State Secretary: Norma Vaughan
Fellowship Officer: Margo Ruhland
Additional Members: Peter Kimber and Peter Hutchings
Learning Groups and Leaders 2013
Positive Ageing: Rita Madden
Science: Gordon Lynch
Moon Music: Jo Kreibich
Current Events: Ena Garden
Aspects of Art History: Carol Wauchope
Mixed Bag: Chris Baker
People and Paces: Norma Vaughan
Western Australian History: Jock Fyfe
Adventures in literature: Margaret Garside and Ida Kramer
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Committee Members 2014
Chairman: Jo Kreibich
Deputy Chairman: Christine Norman
Secretary: June Wanstall
Assistant Secretary: Carol Wauchope
Treasurer: Pat Starmer
Assistant Treasurer: Ingrid Pascoe
Co-ordinator: Jo Kreibich
Assistant co-ordinator: Dee Squires
Editor: Maureen Bernardo
Webmaster, Dropbox and Technical Officer: Norma Vaughan
Fellowship: Margo Ruhland
Additional Members: Ann Templeman and Peter Hutchings
Learning Groups and Leaders 2014
Mixed Bag: John Loveridge
Letters and Numbers: June Wanstall
Moon Music: Chris Baker
Current Events: Ena Garden
World War 1 and its Consequences: Jim and June Barns
Recollections: Dee Squires
People and Places: Norma Vaughan
Biographies: Christine Norman
Adventures in Literature: Margaret Garside and Ida Kramer

Committee Members 2015
Mandurah U3A President: Sheila Twine
Deputy Mandurah U3A President: John Pratt
Secretary: Christine Norman
Assistant Secretary: Jenny Ingle
Treasurer: Pat Starmer
Assistant Treasurer: Ann Whitfield
Co-ordinator: Jo Kreibich
Assistant co-ordinator: Dee Squires
Editor: Jock Fyfe
Webmaster: Liz Rushton
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Dropbox: Norma Vaughan
Constitution and Legal: Humphrey Williams
Fellowship: Margo Ruhland
Archivist and U3A Network: Rory O’Brien
Social Convenor: Christine Baker
Additional Members: John Loveridge and Rita Madden
Medical Museum Excursion: Dr Jim Leavesley
Jarrahdale Excursion: Sheila Twine

Committee, 2015.
Learning Groups and Leaders 2015
Climate Science: John Pratt
UNESCO World Heritage Places: John Pratt
Philosophy and Medical Tales: John Pratt
Current Events: John Loveridge
Moon Music: Jo Kreibich
Australian History: Carol Wauchope
People and Places: Christine Baker
Contrasts: Jock Fyfe
Recollections: Dee Squires
Adventures in Literature: Margaret Garside
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Some Notes on the Compilation of the 25th Year
History Book
U3A Mandurah commenced in May 1990 and ‘A History of the First
Decade’, was published in May 2000. This booklet of 42 pages was
prepared by an Editorial Committee, comprising; Christine Jackson,
Frank Pridham, Bob Reynolds, Ray Smith and Dorothea Woodend. A
copy of this booklet is in the U3A Mandurah Archives.
In May 2005, the above history book was revised by adding an
updated Appendix including the Committee Members from 2001 to
2005. This booklet is also in the U3A Mandurah Archives.
In 2011, a Photobook was designed by Diane Oldman, who was
chairman in 2010 and 2011. This excellent book drew together many
of the photos of U3A over the previous 21years. This book is also in
the U3A, Mandurah Archives.
The 25th Anniversary History Book has been prepared by Rory
O’Brien, on behalf of Sheila Twine, the current Mandurah U3A
President, and the U3A Committee. The book has incorporated the
contents of the first two History Books and has drawn on the photos
of the 2011 Photobook as well as historical facts from the other
archival material and some up to date information from recent
events.
It is intended that the updated History Book will be included on the
U3A Mandurah website, where it will be available for all to see.
Some ‘hard copies’ will also be available.

